'75 state champs pm it all tuge‘mef

EDITOR’S NOTE: This
article is part of a series of arti-
cles which will spotlight out-
standing _Parkland sports
teams from the past.

By Dave Thomas
East Penn Press writer

»=Theyear of 1975 was one of-

recovery and thoughts of the
upcoming celebration the
nation would . soon see.
President Gerald Ford was in
his first full year of office fol-
lowing Richard Nixon’s resig-
nation and the country was
preparing for the Blcentenmal
festivities of 1976.

1975 also witnessed the tal-
ents of a group of girls who
would make Orefield very
proud. The Parkland softball
team rode through that spring
with a superb 15-1 record on
the way to its first ever state
championship. .

The season began with a
convincing 13-3 thumping of
Saucon Valley in early April
and ended the last ddy of May
with a 4-3 win over Coatesville
in the PIAA final in Topton..

Head coach Marcia Thomas’

squad got the season off to a -

bang as the Trojans strung
together five straight victories
before the first setback of the
season. The Southern Lehigh
Spartans scored a 7-6 victory
in game six of the season to
spoil what otherwise would
have been a perfect season.
Parkland rebounded with a 6-1
win over Emmaus and gath-
ered three more wins in the
regular season including an 18-
4 crushing of crosstown rival
Whitehall and a 9-4 decision
-over Southern Lehigh in the

‘vegular season finale, avengmg
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I think we probably had '
P Y, 1RG POMRA played together and didn’t give .

-up even when down. “The thrill

doubts going up against such a
talented team, but' we all
pulled together and got the job

done. That was'the farthest a

Parkland. softball team had
ever gone and it was a high-
light of our school days for all
involyed.”

. Senior nght,ﬁelden.»Demse- ,

the earlier setback.

“It was a total team effort
every game,” team member
Jane Mann said. Mann, a

- senior who pitched every other

game along with spending time
at third base during the sea-
son, said that from the fresh-
men on up to the six seniors,
everyone knew their role.
“Probably the most pressure
put on us was by ourselves,”
Mann said. “We had a fair
team the year before but no one
expected us to go all the way in
“75,” she added. Mann, who
now works as an associate
director for the Rodale Press in
the system support area, said
that winning the title was by
far her greatest thrill during
her high school softball days.
“We still get together and go
down memory lane from time
to time,” she said.

Parkland entered the post- -

. season by beating Easton 6-2.
The Trojans then defeated
North Schulykill 9-1 and pro-
ceeded to' crush Southern
Lehigh 11-2 to win the district
title. “Beating  Southern

Lehigh was great,” Mann said. -

“They were the only team to
beat us during the season, so it
was like sweet revenge knock-
ing them off.”

The Trojans entered state
competition by hammering St.
Mary’s 15-0 and then proceed-
ed to knock off Central
Dauphin 12-7
before moving on to Topton for

the matchup with Coatesville.

The game, originally scheduled

for Belfonte, was moved to

Topton following a rainout.
Vicky (Smoyer) Whipple, a

senior, plaved thlrd base for‘

Y(Scherr) Rexﬁnger saxd that she‘f“
was nervous going into_ the’
“with -

championship: - game-
Coatesville but’ that theiteai'

of being in that final game was

‘something,” she said. As the -

Park as aresult of their cham-

. pionship, - Reifinger. added,.

in Belfonte

Parkland when Mann pitched
She remembers the seasor
being a lot of fun. Whipple, wh
runs a manufacturing businest
with her husband and play:
full time mom, added, “It wa:
a great bunch of people to b
around and it seems like th¢
.game against Coatesville wa
just yesterday.”

Things did not begin well fo

- Parkland in the championshiy

game before some 1,000 specta
tors as Coatesville jumped ouw
to a 3-1 lead. The Trojan:
entered the bottom of the sev
enth inning needing runs anc
their prayers were answered
Senior Mary Beth Schmoye:
doubled in junior LaRue Mose;
to knot the game at 3-3. Senio
Joanne (Knerr) Wehr singlec
and junior Donna Spence
brought in the winning run
send the Trojans to the victory
All the Parkland players
coaches and fans could agree
thdat this was the toughest
game of the season. Despite
rain postponing the final game
some injuries and the loss of
several seniors, the squad stil
pulled together and capturec
the gold.

Wehr, who played lef‘tfield
was one of six seniors whe
brought experience to. the
team. “The game againsi
Coatesville was by far ow
biggest game,” she said. Wehr,
who spends her time these
days raising two boys, said the
squad hag mixed feelings
entering the final game. “We
were both thrilled and nervous
going into that final game and
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: “Wmnmg the chumpxonshlp
‘was'a good way to leave hlgh
school LR g

Whlpple added t;hat she st111

'~.f-looks forward to getting togeth-
‘er with the group and that the

season went along'things just : ‘75 squad wasia

seemed to fall'into place. The *
team got a free day at Dorney "

:group. ‘of
rique individuals’ that played

] tdgether “We all believed we
“could do it, and we. d1d ” she

sald




